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NOTES AND QUERIES 



KENMORE* 

FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 

The handsome old home built about the middle of the 
eighteenth century by 

COLONEL FIELDING LEWIS FOR HIS BRIDE 
BETTY WASHINGTON 

This solid brick structure is now and will be for generations to come, 
a magnificent example of this type of Colonial Architecture — the type 
consistent with the culture, wealth and attainments of its illustrious 
occupants. The most striking feature of this famous old mansion is its 
attractive interior decoration. The fact that many of the artistic fres- 
coes were designed by young George Washington, adds a subtle and 
distinctive charm. 

Kenmore, a beautiful colonial mansion in Fredericksburg, Va. f was 
the home of Col. Fielding Lewis and his wife, Betty Washington, 
General Washington's only and well beloved sister. It is the only 
Washington home which is not cared for either by a patriotic society or 
by appreciative owners. But Kenmore is on the market, and if not 
speedily secured, its handsome grounds will be cut up in building lots 
and its whole environment changed. 

The house was built about 1752, for that was the year Col. Lewis 
bought the land on which it stands. It is of brick, a beautiful specimen 
of colonial architecture, with its walls two feet thick, its large handsome 
rooms and its interior wood work finished with the most exquisite re- 
finement of detail. 

But its chief interest lies in its association with General Washington. 
His frequent visits here to his sister, in spite of his manifold commissions 
and duties, testify to the warm affection which existed between them. He 
designed the elaborately ornamented ceilings and mantels which adorn 
the house and sent two Hessian prisoners, artisans, captured at the 
battle of Trenton, to carry out his artistic conceptions. 

Col. Fielding Lewis was a man of large fortune, fine family and great 
prominence in the Colony, and when the Revolutionary War came on 
there were none more fervently patriotic than he. His two older sons 
were with their uncle, the General. Ill health prevented him from 

* It gives us great pleasure to reprint the official circular of the Kenmore 
Association and join in asking for them a generous response. 
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taking the field himself, but his great influence was used and his for- 
tune freely given for the cause of Liberty. 

The Virginia Assembly, July 1775, appointed Col. Lewis Chief Com- 
missioner for the Manufactory of Small Arms ordered to be established 
in Fredericksburg, said to have been the first one established for the 
Colonies. It was in working order before the first of the year and con- 
tinued throughout the War, furnishing arms and ammunition for the 
troops. He advanced seven thousand pounds (thirty-five thousand 
dollars) of his own money for this vital enterprise. In a letter written 
in February, 1781, he said, "But for my advances the factory must have 
been discontinued." At one time he was so embarrassed that he could 
not raise the money to pay his taxes. (Calendar of State Papers, 
Vol. 1, p. 503). 

It is the desire of The Kenmore Association of Fredericksburg, Va., 
to save Kenmore. Because of its association with Washington, because 
of its historic interest, because of its beauty, we are making an appeal 
to the nation to help us, for its connection with Washington makes it 
a national asset. Unlike many of the noted colonial mansions, it is easy 
of access on the Dixie Highway, between Washington and Richmond, 
and could be made a shrine and a memorial for all America. The price 
is thirty thousand dollars. 

This is an endeavor started by a few earnest women to preserve Ken- 
more for future generations, with all its history and all its beauty. All 
donations are recorded and will be returned if we fail, but America 
will not fail. 

Now cannot we Americans and descendents of the men whom Wash- 
ington led, whom Col. Fielding Lewis wrecked his fortune to man with 
muskets, pay back to his memory a part of the thirty-five thousand 
dollars which he so freely gave for our liberty. 

Mrs. Vivian Minor Fleming, President 
Mrs. C. O'Conor Goolrick, Vice-President 
Miss Dora C. Jett, Registrar 



THE SETTLEMENT OF THE VALLEY. 
Corrections. 

The April number of the Magazine contained an article by the under- 
signed entitled "The Settlement of the Valley" in which a number of 
errors exist. 

The errors were due to causes for which neither the writer of the 
article, the Editor of the Magazine, nor the printers, were responsible, 
and it is not necessary to state the true cause here. 

John Lederer, the German explorer, states that he visited the Valley 
in 1670, and not in 1707, as printed on page 170. 
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The map of Louis Michell appeared in the January number, 1921, 
and not in April, as printed. 

On page 171 the sentence should read that the South Branch of the 
Potomac was visited by white men in the year 1717. 

On page 173, 1724 in the first line should be 1742. 

On page 180 the reference to the Stevenson house should have read 
that both stories were built of heart pine logs. 

On the same page read Harrison for Harris and the same reading in 
note 18 on page 181. 

The paper was prepared by the writer and revised and corrected three 
times before its dictation. There are errors in punctuation, in diction, 
in tenses, in numbers, singular and plural, for which the writer is in no 
way responsible, but they do not destroy the sense of the paper and no 
attempt will be made to correct them. 

Charles E. Kemper. 



THE BEST LIKENESS OF STONEWALL JACKSON* 

The following statement was written not long before his death by 
the late Rev. Jas. R. Graham, D. D., a close friend of Stonewall 
Jackson, and for Sixty-two and a half years Pastor and Pastor-Emeritus 
of the Presbyterian Church at Winchester, Va. A copy was forwarded 
to his son, Rev. H. Tucker Graham, D. D., formerly President of 
Hampden- Sidney College and now a Pastor at Florence, S. C, who has 
given it to the Secretary of the Virginia Historical Society to be used 

as he may elect. 

******* 

A pastel portrait of Stonewall Jackson is on exhibition in Baltimore, 
belonging to Mrs. Julia McCaw, and several erroneous statements have 
been published respecting the photo from which it was copied. Several 
persons, knowing that I am acquainted with all the facts touching the 
photo, have urged me to give a statement of them to the public. As 
you see, I have yielded to their importunity. Having written the article, 
I did not feel at liberty to put it in print till it was submitted to Dr. 
William P. McGuire (a Confederate soldier and an uncle of Dr. Stuart 
McGuire of Richmond) as it largely concerns his family. He read it 
this afternoon, and not only heartily approves its publication, but dis- 
tinctly confirms from his own recollection every statement that is made. 
He was present at the dinner referred to, and at a very impressible age. 
******* 

My attention has several times been called to an article going the 
rounds of the press, purporting to give the history of the picture of 

* The photograph described in this note was reproduced in our April 
1922 Magazine. 
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"Stonewall" Jackson, now on exhibition in Bendann's Galleries in 
Baltimore. Of the early history of the picture itself I have no personal 
knowledge, but the statements concerning the photograph from which 
it was copied are altogether conjectural and in the main inaccurate. 

That photograph was taken in Winchester by Routzahn very late in 
October, or early in November, 1862, when Jackson was in camp near 
Bunker Hill, and but a few days after receiving his commission as 
lieutenant-general. He and some members of his staff were dining 
with Mrs. Hugh McGuire, the mother of Dr. Hunter McGuire, the 
distinguished medical director of Jackson's army. A few of the gen- 
eral's friends in town were invited to dine with him. At the table my 
seat was directly opposite to his, and I carefully observed his appearance, 
which had changed a good deal since the previous winter, when he 
and Mrs. Jackson were for some months members of my family. The 
change was altogether in his favor. He had grown stouter and more 
robust; was in perfect health, in fine spirits and entirely at ease. He 
probably never appeared to better advantage. 

As we rose from the table the daughter of our hostess said to him 
in a voice tremulous with doubt, yet most persuasive in tone: "General 
Jackson, I would like so much to have your picture". Knowing how 
averse he was to sitting for his picture, and how often similar requests 
had met with disappointments, I was curious to hear how he would 
phrase an excuse that would extricate him from this new embarrassment. 
To my astonishment, however, his answer was both prompt and gracious 
— "Thank you, thank you, Miss Gettie. I'll go at once and have it taken". 
And on our return to the parlors, without resuming his seat, he took 
leave of the company. Before sunset two of us who had dined with him 
were summoned to the studio to pass judgment upon the "proofs". There 
was no hesitation in selecting the one, which, from that time, has been 
universally accepted by those who knew him as the most faithful rep- 
resentation of him. It is an absolutely perfect likeness of the general 
as he appeared that day. The next day a finished picture was sent me 
from the proof we had selected, which now hangs in my library, and 
from which many copies have been taken. 

While in the studio, the photographer mentioned an incident connected 
with the sitting that may be of interest to others, as it was to us. 
When the general had taken his seat before the camera it was noticed 
that a button was missing from his coat and regret was expressed, as 
its absence would impair the picture. But he met the difficulty by saying, 
"The button is in my pocket: if you have a needle I will sew it on." 
The needle was supplied, and stripping off his coat, the button was soon 
replaced. His sartorial skill, however, proved less exact than his 
stragetical, for the replaced button (the third from the top on his left 
breast) is seen to be somewhat out of line. 

It is from this photograph that the pastel portrait now at Bendann's 
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is copied. With that portrait I have been familiar ever since it was 
brought to Winchester, more than forty years ago, by its owner, Cap- 
tain Thomas (Dr.) McCaw, an officer of my church. It is a wonder- 
fully exact reproduction of the original in posture, figure and dress — 
in everything, indeed, except the coloring, which Kester, the artist, felt 
at liberty to add. If, as I have compared the two, I have seemed to 
miss from the pastel the exact features and expression found in the 
photograph, it is because absolute exactness can be produced by the 
camera alone. 

The article referred to is in error both as to the date of the photo- 
graph and the connection of General Bradley T. Johnson with it. We 
are indebted altogether to the winning appeal of a Winchester girl for 
a picture, which Mrs. Jackson has pronounced "the best likeness extant" 
of our great general. 

I will add that when the army moved from Winchester, November 21, 
1862, the "negative" of this picture was taken to Richmond. Of its 
subsequent history I have no definite information. 



GRAY, WICKHAM, &C. 
(See XXX, 64, &c.) 

Joseph Gray and Sarah Simmons were married Dec. 14, 1729, and 
had issue. 

By a second marriage he had five daughters and one son. Of these, 

Mary Gray mar. 1st Littleton Tazewell, and had one son Henry, who 
died at the early age of thirty-three. 

Henry Tazewell became the father of Littleton Waller Tazewell, 
afterwards Governor of Virginia, and who was named for his maternal 
grandfather, Col. Littleton. 

Mary Gray married 2nd the Rev. William Fanning of Brunswick Co., 
Virginia. 

They had one daughter, Mary Smith Fanning, who, being the half 
sister of Henry Tazewell, was the half aunt (?) of Littleton Waller 
Tazewell — later Governor of Virginia. Curiously enough after her 
death this nephew of hers and her bereaved husband were both aspir- 
ants for the hand of the same lady — Miss Elizabeth Maclurg, who mar- 
ried John Wickham. 

Mr. John Wickham and his first wife, Mary Fanning, had two sons, 
William and Edmund Fanning Wickham. Mrs. Wickham died in 1799. 

Wm. Fanning and his brother married two sisters, Lucy and Anne 
Carter, daughters of Robert Carter of Shirley. 

Wm. F. Wickham and his wife Anne, lived at Hickory Hill in Han- 
over county, and were the parents of Williams Carter Wickham, after- 
wards general in the Confederate Army. 
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John Wickham, who died young. 

Williams Carter Wickham married Lucy Taylor, a grand daughter of 
Col. John Taylor of Caroline. 

Edmund Fanning Wickham married Lucy Carter, and had three sons 
and two daughters — 

John Wickham, judge of one of the highest courts in St. Louis, who 
married Miss Graham, and brought up a large family of sons and 
daughters. 

Leigh and Alfred Wickham who died unmarried. 

Lucy Carter, who married George H. Byrd of Brandon and New York, 
and has sons and daughters of whom four only are living, 

Wickham Byrd who married Miss Bur well and has one daughter. 

William Byrd, has several children. 

Anne Harrison Byrd, unmarried. 

Lucy Byrd, married Dr. Elliot of New York, and has two daughters — 

Mary Fanning Wickham, married Julius Porcher of South Carolina, 
who was killed at the battle of Missionary Ridge. They had two chil- 
dren — 

Samuel married and has several children. 

Anne Carter married Gen. C. StG. Sinkler, and died, leaving three 
daughters, all of whom are married. 

Mr. John Wickham married for his second wife, Miss Elizabeth Sel- 
den Maclurg, daughter of Dr. James M. Maclurg, who was the uncle 
of the late Dr. McCaw of Richmond, both of them beloved physicians in 
the old days of long ago. 

John Wickham and Elizabeth Maclurg lived in the house now known 
as the Valentine Museum which he built. Here they brought up a very 
large family — all of whom are now dead, and their descendants scat- 
tered from the East Coast to the West, from the North to the South. 

One can hardly think of a part of this country in which there is not 
a representative of this family. In Richmond there are only four, 
Mr. and Mrs. T. Ashby Wickham, Mr. Henry T. Wickham, Mrs. R. 
Emmett Richardson and their families. 



POCAHONTAS 

Her Son and Granddaughter 

Proofs from Contemporary Sources. 

Any one who has a speaking acquaintance with the details of our 
early history knows that the facts in regard to the marriage of Poca- 
hontas and the line of descent from her can be proved in the fullest 
and most satisfactory way. Notwithstanding this, it appears that some 
people in various parts of the country have loudly proclaimed that no 



296 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 

such descendants exist and have caused uneasiness among some of the 
good folks who, on Saturday, wish to attend the unveiling of the statue 
of the famous Indian girl at Jamestown. 

To clear the matter up, I ask your permission to make a statement 
of the case, and, to use a real estate term, make an abstract of title. 
I will use only the testimony of contemporaries and of contemporaries 
who were in position to have exact knowledge of the subjects they 
wrote of. 

First, as to the marriage. Exhibit A. — A letter from John Rolfe 
to Sir Thomas Dale, telling of his love for Pocahontas and his desire 
to marry her (most accessible in Meade's "Old Churches and Families 
of Virginia," I., 126-129. Facsimiles of the original letter are at the 
State Library and the Virginia Historical Society). 

Exhibit B. — Letter from Sir Thomas Dale, June 18, 1614, to the 
Bishop of London, telling of the marriage of Pocahontas (Meade I., 79). 
Exhibit C. — From Hamor's "True Discourse" 161 5. "Long before this 
time a gentleman of approved behavior and honest carriage had been 
in love with Pocahontas and she with him .... Powhatan sent an 
old uncle of hers, named Opachisco, to give her as his deputy in church 
and two of his sons to see the marriage solemnized, which accordingly 
was done about the fifth of April." 

Exhibit D. — Letter, June 18, 1614, from Rev. Alexander Whitaker: 
"One Pocahontas or Matoa, the daughter of Powhatan, is married to 
an honest and discreet English gentleman, Maister Rolfe" (Hamor's 
"True Discourse," 1615, p. 59). 

Exhibit E. — "The Coppie of the Gentleman's letter to Sir Thomas 
Dale, that after married Powhatan's daughter." (Then follows the 
letter, signed "John Rolfe"). (Hamor's True Discourse," pp. 61-67). 
Next as to the son of John Rolfe and Pocahontas. Exhibit A. — 
Letter from John Rolfe to Sir Edwin Sandys, dated "James Town, 
this 8 of June, 1617." (This letter was written immediately after 
Rolfe's return to Virginia). 

"My wife's death is much lamented, my childe much desired when 
it is better of strength to endure so hard a passage, whose life greatly 
extinguisheth the sorrow of her loss, saying all must die, but 'tis enough 
that the childe liveth. I know not how I may be censured for leaving 
my childe behind me (goes on to say that the voyage from Gravesend 
to Plymouth showed that the infant could not endure more) ... at 
Plymouth, Sir Lewis Stukeley . . . most earnestly entreated to have 
the keeping of him until my Brother took farther order . . . (then asks 
Sandys to) contynue yo'r noble favor and furtherance even for my 
childe's sake, being the lyving ashes of his deceased mother." (From 
the original among the Ferrar Papers at Magdalen College, Cambridge, 
England, and printed in the "Virginia Magazine of History and Biog- 
raphy," X., 134-138). 
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Exhibit B. — Letter from Governor Argall to the Virginia Company, 
March 10, 1617: "Powhatan goes from place to place visiting his 
Country, taking his pleasure in good friendship with us, laments his 
Daughter's death but glad her Childe is living; so doth Opachancano, 
both want to see him but desire he may be stronger before he returns." 
("Virginia Magazine of History and Biography," XL, 404). 

Exhibit C. — Letter from the Virginia Company to Argall, Aug. 22, 
1 61 8: "We cannott imagine why you should give us warning yt 
Opachancano, and the Natives have given the Country to Mr. Rolfe's 
Child, and that they would reserve it from all 'till he comes of years." 
(The Company seems to have been greatly irritated at any suggestion 
that the Indians had any control of the territory granted by the King 
to the Company). (Records of the Virginia Company, IL, 52). 

Exhibit D. — "An Extraordinary Court for Virginia on Monday the 
7th of October, 1662. Mr. Henry Rolfe in his Peticon desiringe the 
Estate his brother John Rolfe, deceased, left in Virginia, might be 
enquired out, and converted to the best use for the maintenance of his 
relict wife (John Rolfe had married again after the death of Pocahontas) 
and for his indemnity, having brought up the child his said Brother 
had by Powhatan's Daughter, w'ch Child is yet lyving and in his 
custodie." ("Records of the Virginia Company," IL, 105-106). 

Exhibit E. — Will of John Rolfe, of James City, in Virginia, Esquire, 
dated March 10, 1621, proved May 21, 1630. (After providing for 
his wife and his children by his last marriage, gives) "a parcel of 
land in the country of Tappohannah (in the present Surry county) to 
son, Thomas Rolfe" (Water's "Gleanings," 29-30). 

Exhibit F. — "Thomas Rolfe petitions governor to let him go to see 
Opachankeno to whom he is allied and Cleopatra, his mother's sister, 
17 December, 1641. Randolph MSS." (Conway Robinson's notes 
from old Virginia records, printed "Virginia Magazine of History and 
Biography," XIIL, 394). 

Exhibit G. — Deed, dated June 30, 1654, and recorded in Surry county, 
1673, from Thomas Rolfe to William Corker, conveying "Smith's Fort" 
and other lands in Surry, the property of said Thomas Rolfe, "by gift 
of the Indian king." (Surry county records). 

Lastly, as to the granddaughter of Rolfe: 

Exhibit H. — On the fly-leaf of a volume of the Purvis Collection of 
Virginia Laws, now in the Virginia State library, is written by Robert 
Boiling, the emigrant, the date of his birth, etc., "& in the year '75 
married Jane, the daughter of Thomas Rolfe, gent, by whom he had 
one son, John Boiling, Born ye 20th day of Jan'y., 1676." (Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography, XXIL, 104). 

Exhibit I. — Among James City county records (since destroyed) was 
a deed communicated to the "Southern Literary Messenger" by the 
well-known antiquary, Richard Randolph: "This indenture, made 1st 
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October, 1698, between John Boiling, of the County of Henrico and 
parish of Varina, gent, son and heir of Jane, late wife of Robert Bel- 
ling, of Charles City county, Gent, which Jane was the only daughter 
of Thomas Rolfe, de'd., and William Brown, of Wilmington parish, in 
the county of James City, for one thousand acres of land, commonly 
called The Fort on Chickahominy river as per patent granted to Thomas 
Rolfe." (Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, I., 447). 

The rest is too easy to be worth discussion. 

(The above, first published in the Richmond News Leader on the oc- 
casion of the unveiling of the statue of Pocahontas at Jamestown, is 
now reprinted at the request of members of this Society.) 

W. G. S. 



OREGON NATIONAL GUARD USES MERIWETHER LEWIS' 

CREST 

SALEM, Or., Jan. 19. — (Special) — Hereafter, if Oregon's sons are 
ever called to defense of their country, as they were in '98 in 191 6, 
and again in 1917-18, they will go into battle under the coat of arms 
of Colonel Meriwether Lewis of the old "Oregon trail." Adoption 
of the crest that came to the Oregon country with the Lewis and Clark 
expedition in 1805, was announced today by George A. White, adjutant 
general of the state, as the official crest of the Oregon National Guard. 
This selection is subject to approval by the Secretary of War and upon 
being approved will be embroidered into the regimental colors of the 
state, which may be Oregon's future battle flag, if the country is ever 
again forced into conflict. 

The government is encouraging the states to adopt crests for their 
colors, as a result of the complaint growing out of the world war when 
the identity of state units was all but submerged by the United States. 
The crest will hereafter replace the shield of the United States on 
the breast of American eagle. All crests adopted by states must con- 
form to the rules and best practices of heraldry, according to a federal 
announcement of the scheme. 

Adoption of Colonel Meriwether Lewis' arms was decided. upon by 
Colonel White after a careful study of Oregon's traditions and insignia. 
The Lewis crest consists of a dragon's head holding in its mouth a 
hand and, by association, is symbolical of the heroic expedition of two 
army officers, Lewis and Clark, who blazed the trail to Oregon. 
******* 

The enclosed clipping may be of interest to you since it concerned 
a Virginian who with a compatriot opened up this great Northwest 
to civilization. As an Army (Major, Engineers Reserve Corps) officer 
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and a Virginian, I was much interested to see that the arms of Col. 
Lewis will be perpetuated. 

If you are interested I will endeavor to secure for you a copy of the 
adopted crest of Oregon's National Guard. 

Very truly yours, 

J no. D. Guthrie, 

U. S. Forest Service, 

Portland, Oregon. 



LETTER FROM MRS. RICHARD KENNON, 1814. 
Mecklenburg Sep. 3rd 1814 

When I received your letter my dear Solomon, I was so much 
obliged to you, for your affectionate attention in not suffering the servant 
to return without a few lines from some part of your family; that I 
resolved to answer it as soon as my numerous avocations would allow 
me time to scribble. I was pleased in two points of view; in the first 
place, I was delighted when I considered it a proof of filial regard 
from one of my adopted children; to devote the minutes he could have 
spent more beneficially to himself, on his pillow, enjoying the blessings, 
and imbibing the renovation which "tired nature's sweet restorer balmy 
sleep": bestows, in order to inform me of my beloved George's safe 
arrival in and departure from Warrenton; I felt all the mothers sen- 
sations when I thought of it in that way. But when my vanity pre- 
sented to my minds eye; the figure of an interesting young man, sitting 
in a solitary apartment after midnight writing to me; I almost began 
to fancy myself a belle of the present, instead of the last century; but 
alas, not even vanity can prevent my recollecting; that I am bending 
under age, infirmities, cares, and anxieties; but then I hope I shall be 
a second Ninon ; for I number so many youths in my train of admirers ; 
that I am satisfied my list, is as long as the antiquated French woman 
could have produced. You ask my advice my dear young friend, on a 
subject always of great consequence to persons at your time of life; 
I think myself very knowing in those matters; "for I have been a 
notice taking body from my youth up"; but you are so cautious, and 
ambiguous that I know not what to say; how can I tell whether the 
object is worthy of you? unless I am told who it is; you say she does 
not require the vulgar distinction of a name, as there is none like her; 
but to me the name is the "cream" of the secret ; for there are so many 
nonpariels that I shall never discover certainly who this comet is. I 
have a shrewd guess; "but I wont name no names"; because I hope 
I am wrong in my conjecture; for perhaps you are like the poor old 
Don, in love with ideal perfection; and your Dulcinia, like Del Tobaso; 
appears as different from what she really is ; as the country girl Sancho 
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describes winnowing wheat; was from the charming creature the 
Knight had pictured to his imagination. No Enchanter in ancient days 
my dear Sol. could cast more potent spells around you, than a fascinating 
female; for their eyes have the same power of the Rattle snakes; and 
very often are as pernicious in their effects; for tho* the owners do 
not swallow their victims; they lead them to a worse, because a slower 
destruction. How many promising young men have I known, yes, been 
acquainted with myself, who from unfortunate attachments; have been 
lost to themselves, and to their friends. Resist then my dear Solomon 
the wily charmers; until you are sure of their worth; and that you 
cannot be on a short acquaintance ; for all belles try to please the beaux ; 
by dressing -their faces in smiles, their eyes with witchery; and their 
bodies in the most becoming garbs; their real tempers are often con- 
cealed so effectually; that the doting lovers think them angels but find 
them unamiable women, when marriage dispels the charm, which love 
has raised. "To speak in disrespectful terms of love (says Mrs. Woll- 
stonecraft) is I know high treason against sentiment and fine feelings; 
but I wish to speak the simple language of truth, and rather to address 
the head, than the heart. To endeavor to reason love out of the world, 
would be to out Quixote Cervantes, and equally offend against common 
sense; but an endeavor to restrain this tumultuous passion, and to prove 
that it should not be allowed to dethrone superior powers; or to usurp 
the Scepter, which the understanding should ever coolly wield, appears 
less wild. Youth is the season for love in both sexes; but in those 
days of thoughtlessness; provision should be made for the more im- 
portant years of life, when reflection takes place of youthful im- 
prudence." You see my young friend, how that celebrated woman 
writes on this all-important subject, as people of your age consider it. 
Were you already in love; I would minister more gently to a mind 
diseased; but as you are only dreading the ailment; I want to keep 
you out of danger; and not suffer you to run blindfolded to the brink 
of a precipice, from which there is generally a difficulty in returning 
to the place from whence you set out. I am not so much of a Virginian ; 
as to advise you to be rash and unthinking ; temerity is seldom productive 
of good consequences; whereas prudence and foresight prevent evils, 
which when encountered we find very troublesome; and often feel the 
sad effects as long as we live. Cannot you perceive Solly, that the 
short, and the long of this circumbendibus is; that you are to try not 
to get in love? but to set this Cerce, or Siren, or whatever she is, at 
defiance; not by braving her charms; and saying, Who is afraid, but 
simply by the wiser method, of avoiding her. Fabius you know, pre- 
served his country by retreating with skill and judgment; and believe 
me it is better; than to hazard an engagement, when we have a for- 
midable enemy to oppose us. The paper you sent us was very acceptable ; 
for it gave me good news. Ontario; a place which at this time, is 
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one of great, very great interest to me. Oh, may the Omnipotent pre- 
serve my dear boy from the dangers by which he is surrounded; and 
grant that he may gather one glorious Laurel, to deck his brow; and 
his mothers heart will rejoice; and she will bend in devout gratitude 
to the Source of all good for such inestimable blessings. I have now 
my young friend, three of my most valued worldly treasures, gone to 
meet the enemies of their country; for Erasmus is gone among a Troop 
of Volunteer Horsemen to Richmond; to offer their services, to aid 
in repelling the invaders of their native soil. The day after the news 
arrived of the Destruction of the Capital of the Union; our Patriotic 
little Band assembled, and were soon on their march to Richmond. I 
have so often described my sensations on similar deprivations; that it 
would be a kind of tautology to repeat the same sentiments; I will 
only say, the same trust in Almighty goodness shall enable be to bear 
up under this new trial, as has hitherto supported me. His poor wife ; 
is not so well used to such separations as Sally and myself are; there- 
fore cannot bear it so well ; but I endeavour to inspire her with a hope, 
their services may not be wanted ; and they may return ; for should the 
tormenting marauders return to their ships, to meditate new mischief ; 
there will not be any immediate occasion for our Volunteers. This 
hope comforts us all ; for even if they should be kept down there ; if 
there is no fighting, it will not be so bad; you see I am not like a 
Spartan, or Roman mother; but those Dames I never wished to re- 
semble; for I do not think they had the feelings of human creatures. 
I never admired, and therefore have no ambition to tread in their steps. 
Poor Major Nelson, I can see is very unhappy; tho' he shows great 
fortitude, in bearing with seeming composure his present suspence; for 
the papers mention a dreadful battle fought by Izzard's Army; his 
amiable and justly valued Tom is among them; for he is under Issard's 
command; what has been his fate we know not; we are all anxious 
about him ; but his Father's fears are greatly excited ; his mother remains 
in happy ignorance; for her state of health is so bad, it is not difficult 
to keep the newspapers from her inspection; she therefore escapes the 
uneasiness of suspence, which is not trifling; and Heaven grant us 
good reports of our favourite; for he is justly dear to all who know 
his worth. Ah, my young friend these are dismal times; but as Kou- 
tousoff said; Moscow is not all Russia; so we may say, Washington 
is not the United States ; and who knows, but the burning of that, may 
be the forerunner of as fortunate events to America; as the fall of 
the ancient seat of the Czars was to Russia; and Lord Hill may not 
perhaps have more to boast of ; when he leaves our shores than his 
predecessor Cornwallace. I have reached the last page of my paper ; 
and still feel an inclination to scribble on; you see how dangerous it 
is, to encourage an old woman to be troublesome; and you will here- 
after no doubt, be more guarded in your attentions to such encroaching 
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creatures. Should this formidable Burroughite, for I suspect she conies 
from Norfolk, make the impression you anticipate; do not let what I 
have said, deter you from confiding your cares, and lover like fears 
and uneasinesses to me; be assured you shall always find me a faithful 
counsellor, and one who will participate in your joys or sorrows; and 
in the latter case, if I cannot remove, I will by the soothings of friend- 
ship; endeavour to alleviate them. Sally joins me in love, and best 
wishes to you all. You and both your sisters must write often for 
your letters are always welcome; and are received with heart-felt 
pleasure; but they will be doubly pleasing, in our present melancholy 
mood. Farewell my dear Solomon; may you never have as many real 
causes for sorrow, as 

Yr. Affecti'te. Friend 

E. B. Kennon. 

P. S. Do pray whenever any thing extraordinary occurs; send us 
the papers if you can; for you get them sooner by several days than 
we do ; and you know our anxieties. 

[Addressed] 

Mr. Solomon Mordecai, 
Warrenton, 

North Carolina. 

Mailed to Petersburg; and from thence, to Warrenton. 

Postmarked : Marshallsville, Va." 
7 Sepr. 

[Note: Erasmus Kennon was son-in-law of Maj. John Nelson of 
the Revolution, mentioned above, and son of Genl. Richard Kennon, 
who was a Captain in the Revolution. Tom Nelson was a Captain in 
the War of 1812. "My dear boy" mentioned above was Beverly Kennon, 
who was later Commodore Kennon. Sally, mentioned above was Sarah 
Skipwith Kennon, wife of Commodore Arthur Sinclair of the War of 
18 12, voted a sword by the Virginia Assembly for gallantry. E. B. 
Kennon was Elizabeth Beverly Munford, wife of Genl. Richard Kennon 
and daughter of Col. Robert Munford and his wife Anna Beverly, who 
lived at Richland, Mecklenburg county, Virginia. Maj. John Nelson 
lived at Oak Hill in Mecklenburg county. 

George mentioned above was Dr. George Tarry Kennon, surgeon in 
the United States Navy in War of 1812, brother of Erasmus and 
Beverly. 

Mr. E. S. Williams, of Baltimore, who kindly sends the letter printed 
above, states that it was in 1921, in the possession of his cousin, Judge 
Stafford E. Whittle, (formerly President of the Court of Appeals of 
Virginia), who consents to its publication. Judge Whittle was a grand- 
son of Commodore Arthur Sinclair, U. S. N.] 
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LETTERS OF JAMES PATTON, 1742 AND GOVERNOR 
GOOCH, 1743 

Communicated by Fairfax Harrison, Belvoir, Va. 
(Copy) 

Augusta County Xber y« i8"» -42 
Hon rd S r . 

A Parcel of Indians appear'd in an hostile manner amongst us Kill- 
ing and carrying off Horses &c. Cap*. John Buchanan and Cap*. John 
M« Dowel came up with them this day, and sent a Man with a Signal 
of Peace to them, which Man they kill'd on the Spot, and fir'd on our 
Men, w ch was return'd with Bravery; in about 45 Minutes the Indians 
fled, leaving eight or ten of their Men dead, and eleven of ours are 
dead, among whom is Cap*. McDowel, we have also sundry wounded. 
Last night I had an Account of y Behavior of the Indians, and im- 
mediately traveld towards them w«a Party of Men, and came up within 
two or three hours after the Battle was over. I have summon'd all 
the Men in our County together in order to prevent their doing any 
further Damage, and to repel them force by force. We hear of many 
Indians on our Frontiers: the particulars of the Battle and Motions 
of the Enemy I have not time now to write. I am 

Y^ Honor's 

most obedient Serv* 

James Patton 

P. S. There are some white men (whom we believe to be French) 

among the Indians. Our People are uneasy but full of Spirits, and 

hope y« Behavior will shew it for the future, they not being any way 

daunted at what has happen'd. 

British Transcripts 

p. r. o. c. o. 1325-5 with v: 35 



Augusta County Xber 230. 1742 
Hon rd S r . 

Thirty six Indians appear'd in our County y« 5 tb Instant well equipped 
for War, Pretending a Visit to the Catabaus, they had a Letter dated 
the 10 th of 9ber from James Silver near Harris's ferry in Pensilvania 
directed to one W™. Hogg a Justice o' Peace desiring him to give 
them a Pass to travel through Virginia to their Enemies, w<* Letter 
they shew'd here, and it serv'd as a Pass where Silver's hand was well 
known. Instead of going directly along the Road they visited most 
of our Plantations, killing our Stock, and taking Provisions by force, 
the I4* h Instant they got into Burden's Land about 30 miles from my 
house, the 15^ Cap*. McDowel by an Express inform'd me of their 
insolent Behavior as also of the uneasiness of the Neighbours, and 
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desired my Directions, on w«* I wrote to him and Cap*. John Buchanan 
that the Law of Nature and Nations obliged us to repel an Enemy 
force by force, but that they were to supply those Indians w* h Pro- 
visions w c * they sh* be paid for at the Government Charge, at the 
same time to attend y r Motions until they got fairly out of the County. 
The i6«i» 17** and i8« k Instant they killed sevral valuable Horses, 
besides carrying off many of their Luggage, w« h so exasperated our 
Men that they upbraided our two Captains w th Cowardice, Nevertheless 
our Captains to prevent mischief sent two men w th a White Flag the 
I9«» Instant, desiring Peace and Friendship, to w<* they answer 'd "O 
Friends are you there, have we found You", and on that fir'd on our 
Flag, kill'd Cap*. M«Dowel and six more of our Men, on w oh Cap*. 
Buchanan gave the word of Command and bravely return'd y Com- 
pliment, and stood his Ground w** a very few hands (for our Men 
were not all come up) in 45 Minutes the Indians fled, leaving 8 of 
yr Men dead on the spot, amongst whom were two of their Captains. 
Our Cap*, pursued them w* h only 8 Men several hundred yards, the 
Enemy getting into a Thicket, he return'd to the Field w ch he cou'd 
not by any means prevail on his Men to keep, and stand by him. The 
Night before the Engagem* I heard of the Indian Behavior, and 
march'd up w* b 23 Men, and met our Cap* returning 14 Miles distance 
from where they had ingaged, to w« h Place I went next Day and 
brought off our Dead being 8 in Number, Cap*. Buchanan having taken 
off yr Wounded the Day before. I have order'd out Patrowlers on 
all our Frontiers well equipped, and drafted out a certain Number of 
Young Men out of each Company to be in readiness to reinforce any 
Party or Place that first needs help, have order'd the Captains to guard 
their own Precincts have appointed Places of Rendezvous where each 
Neighbourhood may draw to on Occasion, and have call'd in the strag- 
ling Families that lived at a Distance. 

We have certain News of One Hundred and fifty Indians seen 
seventy Miles above me, and about the same Number lately crost Patow- 
mack on their way up here. 

A few Medicines for our Wounded wou'd be very acceptable. I am 
Y* Honor's 

most Obedient Serv* 

James Patton. 
British Transcripts 
p. r. o. c. 0. 1325-5 with v:35 



[May 10, 1743] 
My Lord 

Mr. Commissary Blair died the i8«* of the last month, and M'. 
Will Dawson M. A. brought up at Queens, in Oxford, where he lived 
nine Years, the same Gentleman I took the liberty formerly to mention 
to Your Lordship as a fitt Person to succeed him, being by the unanimous 
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Vote of the Visitors elected President of William and Mary College, 
as good a Testimonial of his Merit as Your Lordship could receive from 
Hence, I again take the liberty to recommend him to Your Lordship 
as duely Qualified to supply Your Lordships Absence in this distant 
Part of your Lordship Diocess. 

As the Warrant for paying the Commissary's Sailer y ends with M*. 
Blair, it being Issued in his Name; and must be renewed in the Name 
of the Person Your Lordship shall be pleased to Appoint, unless it 
could be obtained with only the Addition; which I presume to say 
would be much better: I have Ordered our Agent, M*. Leheup, to 
wait on Your Lordship with this Letter, and receive Your Lordship's 
instructions ; that in case Your Lordship should him a proper Sollicitour, 
he may apply at the proper Office for that Warrant, and send it to me 
in, bearing Date the 2$ th April 17 [4] 

As M r . Commissary was Rector of the Parish in which I live, the 
Vestry made choice of their Curate, a very valueable man: and a 
young Gentleman that went for London in 9 ber last, designed for 
Orders, in whose favour I did my self the Honour to Address Your 
Lordship, dying, as I hear, of the Small Pox as soon as he landed, we 
have three Parishes Vacant. 

The old Gentleman who departed in his Eighty eight Year, has 
had a Rupture above forty Years, a secret, till his last Illness, to every 
Body save one Acquaintance, for that Mortifying he was forced to 
confess it: And such was his strength of Constitution, he struggled 
with the Conquerer for tenn days, after the Docters had declared he 
could not live tenn Hours. He has left £500 and his Books to the 
College; and to each of his Nephews five Children £1000 and after 
paying some other small Legacies, as his Nephew is residuary Legatee, 
near £5000 will fall to his Share. 
I am with great Duty and Respect 
My Lord 

Your Lordships 

Most obedient and most 

faithful humble Servant 
May 10 th 1743 William Gooch 

Duplicate 
Endorsed. Gov. Gooch 

Blair 

Dawson 

(in a different hand) — For the Bps Successor 

Plantation These Chiefly 
From Virginia 

G. G. (sic not clear) 

1748 
British Transcripts 
Fulham MSS. Virginia, 1st Box No. 136. 
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Virginia 26 th Feb. 1744/5 
My Lords 

By the death of col°. Diggs, who died the last Week there is another 
Vacancy in the Council to which I humbly beg leave to recommend 
the Deputy Auditor M r John Blair. 

As this Gentleman has for many Years examined the Accounts of 
His Majestys Revenues, I can't say I forgot to put him into my List, 
because, during his Uncle's the late Commissary's, life time, he was 
in narrow Circumstances ; but as he left him, at his Death, near tenn 
thousands Pounds. I must own it was a great Oversight in me not 
to mention him in my last Return to Your Lordships, for he is by his 
Appointment and Situation, living in this Town, a proper Person to have 
a Seat at that Board. I am with great Respect, My Lords 
Your Lordships most dutiful 
and obedient humble Servant 

William Gooch 

Endorsed. Virginia. Letter from Col°. Gooch Lieu*. Gov. of Virginia, 
to the Board, dated the 26**. of Feb**. 1744 with an account of the 
Death of Col . Diggs, Member of the Council there; recommending 
M r . John Blair, the Deputy Auditor, to supply the Vacancy at that 
Board. Rec d . April 22 

1745 v: 68 
Read d. 23 
British Transcripts 
p. r. o. c. 0. 1326, p. 279. 



WASHINGTON-LOVE 



The October 1921 number of this magazine had the marriage bond 
of Thos. Washington and Janet Love, Brunswick County, Virginia. 
Their descendents live in Nashville and they are themselves buried 
in Murfreesboro, Tenn. Their son, Thos. Washington was a dis- 
tinguished lawyer of the Tennessee Bar. One great-grandson who bears 
the name is Thos. Allebone Washington, of Nashville, whose father 

was Lawrence . There are other Washingtons here who are 

cousins, and they trace all of them to Richard Washington. Very 
little is known of the family of Janet Love. The name of her father 
is given in your magazine. 

Mrs. C. D. Berry, 

Nashville, Tenn. 



